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Felony Court Process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Witnesses, PD could testify here 

Rare Grand Jury 
testimony private – 
usually for Gang & 

Murder cases 

Mini-trial, prosecution presents evidence  
Is there enough to go to trial? 

“Being charged with… 

 

Both attorneys need to be present 

Dispatch of Officer(s) 

911 CALL 

Police Response 

Patrol investigation 
and reporting process 

Refer to 
Investigations 

section for further 
investigation 

Case suspended 
or closed 

Arrest 

Report to DA for 
Filing decision 

No filing of charges 

Arraignment  
Set Preliminary date 

set 
set  
set 

Filing of charges 

Plead Not guilty Plead Guilty 

Confirmation of  
Preliminary Hearing 

(Thursday) No Plea agreement Plea agreement 

Preliminary Hearing 
(Monday) 

Dismissed 
Judge - Held to answer 

Arraignment 
Superior Court 

Judge - reduced to 
misdemeanor 

See 
Misdemeanor 

Court Flow 
Chart 

Confirmation  
Jury Trial 

Jury Trial Acquit Convict 

Sentencing 

Parole 
 (time period set) 

State Prison Probation County Jail 

Might be 
pleaded but 
not generally 

Non-revocable parole  

Friday 
Master 
Calendar  
is set for 
week ahead 

Can be 
appealed if 
found guilty 

Plea 
agreement 
can be 
entered any 
time along 
the way 

Lawyers “we’re 
ready to move 

forward” 

 


